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UCR School of Medicine LCME Institutional Self-Study  
Task Force and Subcommittees, 2022-2024 

  
 
Executive Chair:                         Deborah Deas, MD, MPH, Vice Chancellor for Health Sciences 

Dean, University of California Riverside School of Medicine 
  
Faculty Accreditation Lead 
and Co-Chair:       Pablo Joo, MD, Senior Associate Dean for Medical Education 
    Associate Dean for Clinical Medical Education 
 
Co-Chair:                                     Elizabeth Morrison-Banks, MD, MSEd 
                                         Associate Dean for Medical Education Quality and Integration 
  
Staff Accreditation Lead:           Pamela Hunter, BA, Director of Medical Education 
  
Task Force Members: 
Maria Aldana, MBA, Associate Dean and Chief Financial and Administrative Officer 
Kenneth Ballou, MD, Clinical Block Director 
Kathy Barton, BA, Special Assistant, Undergraduate Medical Education 
Kathy Buckner, MPA, Financial Aid Director 
Monica Carson, PhD, Chair, Division of Biomedical Sciences 
Deborah Deas, MD, MPH, Vice Chancellor for Health Sciences and Dean 
Iryna Ethell, PhD, Associate Dean for Academic Affairs 
Christina Granillo, PhD, Director of Academic Success 
Rajesh Gulati, MD, Associate Dean for Graduate Medical Education 
Pamela Hunter, BA, Director of Medical Education 
Pablo Joo, MD, Senior Associate Dean for Medical Education 
Marcus Kaul, PhD., Chair, Faculty Executive Committee 
David Lo, MD, PhD, Senior Associate Dean for Research 
Declan McCole, PhD, Vice Chair, Academic Senate, Riverside Division 
Elizabeth Morrison-Banks, MD, MSEd, Associate Dean, Medical Education Quality  
Ramdas Pai, MD, Chair, Division of Clinical Sciences 
Maurizio Pellecchia, PhD, Associate Dean, Pre-Clerkship Medical Education, Professor of Biomedical 

Sciences 
Remus Popa, MD, Clerkship Director, Internal Medicine 
Linda Reimann, MBA, Chief of Staff and Assistant Dean, Strategic Initiatives 
Emma Simmons, MD, MPH, Senior Associate Dean for Student Affairs 
Daniel Teraguchi, PhD, Executive Associate Dean for Student Affairs 
Seema Tiwari-Woodruff, PhD, Director, Graduate Program in Biomedical Sciences 
Rosemary Tyrrell, EdD, Director of Faculty Development 
Anne VanGarsse, MD, Associate Dean, Clinical Medical Education 
Mark Wolfson, PhD, Chair, Department of Social Medicine, Population and Public Health 
Sherif Hassan, MD PhD, Executive Associate Dean for Pre-Clerkship Medical Education 
Khiet Ngo, DO, Associate Dean, Clinical Skills Education and Innovation 
Joel Purkiss, PhD, Associate Dean, Assessment and Evaluation 
Laura Cantrell, BS, Medical Education Quality Coordinator 
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LCME Self-Study Task Force Subcommittees 
(highlighted: invite to meet with consultants for Briefing Book reviews) 

 
  

Standard 1: Mission, Planning, Organization & Integrity 
  
Chair: Linda Reimann, MBA, Chief of Staff and Assistant Dean for Strategic Initiatives 

  
Subcommittee Members: 
Maria Aldana, MBA, Associate Dean and Chief Financial and Administrative Officer 
Steve Reyes, Strategic Planning & Project Manager 
Paul Hackman, JD, Chief Compliance and Privacy Officer 
Pamela Hunter, BA, Director of Medical Education 
Marcus Kaul, PhD, Chair, Faculty Executive Committee 
Declan McCole, PhD, Vice Chair, Academic Senate, Riverside Division 
Elizabeth Morrison-Banks, MD, MSEd, Associate Dean for Medical Education Quality 
Victor Ortiz, JD, Senior Health Counsel 
Deanna Youmans, Process Improvement Advisor 
Jasmine Gwizdala, Medical Student Class of 2027 
  
  
Standard 2: Leadership & Administration 
  
Chair:   Deborah Deas, MD, MPH, Vice Chancellor for Health Sciences 

Dean, University of California Riverside School of Medicine (Jakquelyn) 
  
Subcommittee Members: 
Haad Arif, UCR School of Medicine Class of 2025 
Kathy Barton, BA, Special Assistant, Undergraduate Medical Education 
Monica Carson, PhD, Chair, Division of Biomedical Sciences 
Christine Davis, CHC, CHRC, CHPC, Compliance and Privacy Manager 
Iryna Ethell, PhD, Associate Dean for Academic Affairs 
Andres Gonzalez, MD, Chief Medical Officer, UCR Health 
Pablo Joo, MD, Senior Associate Dean for Medical Education 
Ramdas Pai, MD, Chair, Division of Clinical Sciences 
Linda Reimann, MBA, Chief of Staff and Assistant Dean for Strategic Initiatives 
Isidra Villalobos Martinez, Finance and Administrative Officer   
  
Standard 3: Academic & Learning Environments 
  
Chair: Christina Granillo, PhD, Director of Academic Success 
 Co-Chair, Learning Environment Council 
 
Subcommittee Members: 
Mary Adakama, UCR School of Medicine Class of 2024 
Kathy Barton, BA, Special Assistant, Undergraduate Medical Education 
Teresa Cofield, BS, Director of Pathway Programs 
Iryna Ethell, PhD, Associate Dean for Academic Affairs 
David Lo, MD, PhD, Senior Associate Dean for Research 
Meera Nair, PhD, Associate Professor of Biomedical Sciences 
Daniel Novak, PhD, Director of Scholarly Activities 
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Emma Simmons, MD, MPH, Senior Associate Dean for Student 
Daniel Teraguchi, EdD, Associate Dean for Student Affairs 
Sylvia Vasquez, Director of Human Resources 
Denise Martinez, MD, Associate Dean of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
Mark Wolfson, PhD, Chair, Department of Social Medicine, Population and Public Health 
Sam Zidovetzki, MD, MPH, Clerkship Director, Emergency Medicine; Co-Chair, Learning Environment 

Council 
Aayma Irfan, Medical Student Class of 2026 
 
 
Standard 4: Faculty Preparation, Productivity, Participation & Policies 
  
Chair: Iryna Ethell, PhD, Associate Dean for Academic Affairs 
  
Subcommittee Members: 
Margi Burnett, MEd, Director of Academic Affairs 
Monica Carson, PhD, Chair, Division of Biomedical Sciences 
Lisa Fortuna, MD, Interim Chair of Psychiatry and Neuroscience 
Erica Heinrich, PhD, Assistant Professor of Biomedical Sciences 
Asma Jafri, MD, Chair of Family Medicine 
Pablo Joo, Senior Associate Dean for Medical Education 
Samar Nahas, MD, MPH, Chair of Obstetrics and Gynecology  
Ramdas Pai, MD, Chair, Division of Clinical Sciences/Internal Medicine 
Maurizio Pellecchia, PhD, Associate Dean, Pre-Clerkship Medical Education, Professor of Biomedical 

Sciences 
Sasidharan Ponthenkandath, MD, Chair of Pediatrics  
Mallory Stuparich, MD, Health Sciences Clinical Assistant Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology 
Arnold Tabuenca, MD, Chair of Surgery 
Rosemary Tyrrell, EdD, Director of Faculty Development 
Padmini Varadarajan, MD, Health Sciences Clinical Professor of Medicine 
Mark Wolfson, PhD, Chair, Department of Social Medicine, Population and Public Health  
Isidra Villalobos Martinez, Finance and Administrative Officer   
  
  
Standard 5: Educational Resources & Infrastructure 
  
Chair: Maria Aldana, MBA, Associate Dean and Chief Financial and Administrative Officer 

  
Subcommittee Members: 
Kathy Barton, Special Assistant, Undergraduate Medical Education 
Cynthia Carolina, Facilities and Space Planning Director 
Elisa Cortez, MILS, Medical Education and Clinical Outreach Librarian 
Deborah Deas, MD, MPH, Vice Chancellor for Health Sciences, Dean, University of California, 

Riverside School of Medicine 
Iryna Ethell, PhD, Associate Dean for Academic Affairs 
Armando Gauna, MCSE, Chief Technology Officer 
Pablo Joo, Senior Associate Dean for Medical Education 
Renu Mittal, MD, Site Director, Kaiser Permanente Southern California – Fontana 
Adwoa Osei, MD, Pediatrics Clerkship Director 
Remus Popa, MD, Co-Director, Clinical Foundations 
Benjamin Tabibian, DO, Site Director, St. Bernardine Medical Center 



Last updated: 03/05/2024 LC  4 
 

Daniel Teraguchi, EdD, Executive Associate Dean for Student Affairs 
Arturo Chavez, Medical Student 
Isidra Villalobos Martinez, Finance and Administrative Officer  
Nathaniel Co, Medical Student Class of 2027 
  
 
Standard 6: Competencies, Curricular Objectives, & Curricular Design 
  
Chair: Monica Carson, PhD, Chair, Division of Biomedical Sciences 
 
Subcommittee Members: 
Kenneth Ballou, MD, Clerkship Director, Family Medicine 
Stephanie Handler, MD, Co-Clerkship Director, OB/GYN 
Pablo Joo, MD, Senior Associate Dean for Medical Education 
Elizabeth Morrison-Banks, MD, MSEd, Associate Dean for Medical Education Quality 
Remus Popa, MD, Clerkship Director, Internal Medicine 
Maurizio Pellecchia, PhD, Associate Dean, Pre-Clerkship Medical Education, Professor of Biomedical 

Sciences 
Rosemary Tyrrell, EdD, Director of Faculty Development 
Anne VanGarsse, MD, Associate Dean, Clinical Medical Education 
Samuel Zidovetski, MD, MPH, Clerkship Director, Emergency Medicine; Co-Chair, Learning 

Environment Council 
Sarah Nelson, Division EA 
Jasmine Gwizdala, Medical Student Class of 2027 
 
 
Standard 7: Curricular Content  
  
Chair: Remus Popa, MD, Clerkship Director, Internal Medicine 
  
Subcommittee Members: 
Kenneth Ballou, MD, Clerkship Director, Family Medicine 
Adam Godzik, PhD, Thread Director, Pharmacology, Epidemiology, Biostatistics?? 
Rajesh Gulati, MD, Associate Dean for Graduate Medical Education 
William Hunt, MD, Health Sciences Clinical Professor of Family Medicine 
Pablo Joo, MD, Senior Associate Dean for Medical Education 
Meera Nair, PhD, Director, Block 6; Associate Professor of Biomedical Sciences 
John Nevin, MD, Year 4 Director 
Khiet Ngo, DO, Associate Dean, Clinical Skills Education and Innovation 
Adwoa Osei, MD, Pediatrics Clerkship Director 
Maurizio Pellecchia, PhD, Associate Dean, Pre-Clerkship Medical Education, Professor of Biomedical 

Sciences 
Mallory Stuparich, MD, Obstetrics and Gynecology Clerkship Director 
Anne VanGarsse, MD, Associate Dean, Clinical Medical Education 
Patricia Walker, Longitudinal Ambulatory Care Experience Coordinator 
Sharmini Premananthan, Medical Student Class of 2025 
 
  
Standard 8: Curricular Management, Evaluation & Enhancement 
  
Chair: Pablo Joo, Senior Associate Dean for Medical Education 
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Subcommittee Members: 
Kenneth Ballou, MD, Clinical Block Director, Family Medicine 
Monica Carson, PhD, Chair, Division of Biomedical Sciences 
Pamela Hunter, BA, Director of Medical Education 
Marcus Kaul, PhD, Chair, Faculty Executive Committee 
Meera Nair, PhD, Block 6 Director 
Daniel Novak, PhD, Director of Scholarly Activities 
Elizabeth Morrison-Banks, MD, MSEd, Associate Dean for Medical Education Quality 
Khiet Ngo, DO, Associate Dean, Clinical Skills Education and Innovation 
Maurizio Pellecchia, PhD, Associate Dean, Pre-Clerkship Medical Education, Professor of Biomedical 

Sciences 
Kerensa Peterson, MFA, MS, Standardized Patient Program Supervisor 
Joel Purkiss, PhD, Associate Dean, Assessment and Evaluation 
Bhavesh Trikamji, MD, PhD, Pre-Clerkship Block Co-Director, Block 5 
Lauren Valko, Associate Director of Clerkship 
Anne VanGarsse, MD, Associate Dean, Clinical Medical Education 
Samuel Zidovetski, MD, Clinical Block Director 
Ibrahim Abboud, Medical Student Class of 2027 
TBD, Medical Student Member of MEC 
 

Standard 9: Teaching, Supervision, Assessment, and Student & Patient Safety 

Chair: Rosemary Tyrell, EdD, Director of Faculty Development 
 
Subcommittee Members: 
Cheri Black, School of Medicine Registrar 
Christina Granillo, PhD, Co-Chair, Learning Environment Council 
William Hunt, MD, Chair, Progress and Promotions Committee ? 
Pablo Joo, MD, Interim Senior Associate Dean for Medical Education; Associate Dean, Clinical Medical 

Education 
Marcus Kaul, PhD, Chair, Faculty Executive Committee 
David Lo, MD, PhD, Senior Associate Dean for Research 
Declan McCole, PhD, Vice Chair, Academic Senate, Riverside Division 
Aarti “Nikki” Mittal, DO, Site Director, Riverside University Health System 
Afshin Molkara, MD, Site Director, Riverside University Health System 
Meera Nair, PhD, Vice Chair, Progress and Promotions Committee 
Maurizio Pellecchia, PhD, Associate Dean, Pre-Clerkship Medical Education, Professor of Biomedical 

Sciences 
Joel Purkiss, PhD, Associate Dean, Assessment and Evaluation 
Emma Simmons, MD, MPH, Associate Dean for Student Affairs 
Daniel Teraguchi, EdD, Executive Associate Dean for Student Affairs 
Joanne Witkowski, MD, Site Director, Kaiser Permanente Southern California – Riverside ? 
Mark Wolfson, PhD, Chair, Department of Social Medicine, Population and Public Health 
Samuel Zidovetski, MD, Co-Chair, Learning Environment Council 
TBD, Manager, Assessment and Evaluation Systems 
Talin Nercissian, Medical Student Class of 2025 
TBD, PhD Student 
TBD, Resident 
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Standard 10: Medical Student Selection, Assignment & Progress 
  
Chair:  Daniel Teraguchi, EdD, Executive Associate Dean for Student Affairs 
 
Subcommittee Members: 
Kathy Barton, Special Assistant, Undergraduate Medical Education 
Michelle Fulbright, Manager of Admissions and Student Affairs 
William Hunt, MD, Chair, Progress and Promotions Committee 
Aaren Hurd, Senior Admissions Coordinator 
Meera Nair, PhD, Vice Chair, Progress and Promotions Committee 
Emma Simmons, MD, MPH, Associate Dean for Student Affairs 
Cheri Black, School of Medicine Registrar  
  
  
Standard 11: Medical Student Academic Support, Career Advising, & Educational Records 
  
Chairs:  Emma Simmons, MD, MPH, Associate Dean for Student Affairs 

Daniel Teraguchi, EdD, Executive Associate Dean for Student Affairs 
  
Subcommittee Members: 
Cheri Black, School of Medicine Registrar 
Kathleen Buckner, MPA, Director of Financial Aid 
Christina Granillo, PhD, Director of Academic Success 
Angelina Lam, UCR PhD Class of 2024 
Pam Hunter, BA, Director of Medical Education 
John Nevin, MD, Year 4 Director 
Humberto Santiago, School of Medicine Career Services Specialist  
Amanda Smith, MSW, Director, Medical Student Support and Wellness 
Alexander Muro, Residency Development Specialist 
Darnell Sy, Career & Residency Advising Coordinator 
  
Standard 12: Medical Student Health Services, Personal Counseling, & Financial Aid Services 

Chair: Kathleen Buckner, MPA, Director of Financial Aid 
 
Subcommittee Members:  
Kathy Barton, BA, Special Assistant, Undergraduate Medical Education 
Kenneth Han, MD, Chief Physician, Office of Student Health 
Elizabeth Mondragon, PsyD, Director of Counseling and Psychological Services 
Humberto Santiago, School of Medicine Career Services Specialist  
Amanda Smith, MSW, Director, Medical Student Support and Wellness 
Daniel Teraguchi, EdD, Executive Associate Dean for Student Affairs 
Seema Tiwari-Woodruff, PhD, Director, Graduate Program in Biomedical Sciences 
Hermila Torres, Student Services Advisor, Graduate Program in Biomedical Sciences 
 
 
 
 
 


